
BOARD MEETING MINUTES: 
June 25, 2026 

 
 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER FOR BOARD MEETING - Board of Trustees  
A Board of Trustees meeting of the Peru Public Library was held on Thursday, June 25, 2026.  The meeting 
was called to order at 6:30 PM and was presided over by President Alison Paul. 
 
ATTENDEES 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Belinda Bomhoff, Regine Brindle, Denise Gornto, Leslie Murphy, Alison Paul, Kathy 
Sostok, and Gennell Taylor 
STAFF PRESENT:  Director Maryann Farnham and Assistant Director Michelle Spangler 
PUBLIC PRESENT: Brenda Weaver (County Commissioner) 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
An election for officers was held. The members elected will serve from June 2026 through June 2027. The 
trustees standing as nominees were as follows: Alison Paul as the presidential nominee, Leslie Murphy as 
the vice presidential nominee, Genell Taylor as the nominee for secretary, and Belinda Bomhoff as the 
nominee for treasurer.  With each office being unopposed, a paper vote was held. With voting being 
completed, the following are the officers for the next year: 
President: Alison Paul 
Vice President: Leslie Murphy 
Secretary: Genell Taylor 
Treasurer: Belinda Bomhoff 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
Review of the May 2026 Board Meeting Minutes and the Bylaws Committee Minutes. Correction to the 
minutes by adding an “s” to the word bylaws throughout both minutes.  
A motion to accept the May Meeting Minutes with corrections was made by Murphy. 
The motion was seconded by Taylor. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
A motion to accept the Bylaws Committee Minutes with corrections was made by Gornto. 
The motion was seconded by Brindle. 
The motion passed unanimously.  
 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
Review of the financial statements, claims, and bank statements. 
A motion to accept the financial statements, claims, and bank statements was made by Brindle. 
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The motion seconded by Taylor. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Brindle shared an article from 1922 that she found about the library on Newspapers Archives.  
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

●​ NICF Funded Cards Update: The mid-year report over the grant funding was submitted to the 
Northern Indiana Community Foundation.  

●​ Update on the Lavengood Estate: The case is going into mediation.  The Board of Trustees reviewed 
the mediation documents.  

○​ A motion was made by Paul to give the library’s lawyer, Elizabeth Price, the authority to sign 
the Civil Mediation Agreement and Disclosure Statement on behalf of the Library Board of 
Trustees.  

○​ The motion was seconded by Gornto 
○​ The motion passed unanimously.  

●​ More microfilm has been digitized and added to the Newspaper Archives Database. Peru Daily 
Chronicle (1897-1924), Miami County Sentinel (1848-1925), and Peru Morning Chronicle (1925-1926) 
were recently included.  

●​ A $10,000 deposit was made to Hoopla as the amount of money spent monthly on this service has 
increased with the addition of the funded cards for county residents.  

●​ A committee was appointed to work on the 2027 budget.  The Budget Committee includes Paul, 
Bomhoff, and Taylor. Gornto will be the alternate. 

●​ Summer Reading Update: We currently have 639 patrons registered for the Summer Reading 
program, which is up from last year's numbers. We have 177 adults and 462 children participants. 
Our events have been well attended.  

●​ Renovation 
○​ The ADA compliant website is in progress. 
○​ Shelving in the Children’s Room was installed but there was an issue with the tops and we are 

awaiting the fix. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

●​ A vote was held in regards to the Bylaws updates as presented last month by the Bylaws Committee. 
○​ A motion was made by Gornto to adopt the Peru Public Board of Trustees Bylaws with the 

updated changes as presented in the May 2026 meeting.  
○​ The motion was seconded by Brindle.  
○​ The motion passed unanimously. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

●​ Code of Ethics  
○​ The board members signed the Code of Ethics, which is something that they do annually.  

●​ The September Board of Trustees Meeting will be moved to Thursday, September 17 at 6:30. 
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There being no further business on the agenda, the meeting was adjourned by President Paul at 7:33 
PM. 
 

MINUTES PREPARED BY: Michelle Spangler, Assistant Director 
MINUTES REVIEWED BY: Gennell Taylor, Secretary  
 
SECRETARY APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
(Signature and Date)    
 

 
Gennell Taylor - Peru Public Library Board of Trustees Secretary 
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