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CALL TO ORDER FOR BOARD MEETING - Board of Trustees
A Board of Trustees meeting of the Peru Public Library was held on Thursday, July 23, 2026. The meeting
was called to order at 6:30 PM and was presided over by President Alison Paul.

ATTENDEES

MEMBERS PRESENT: Belinda Bomhoff, Regine Brindle, Denise Gornto, Leslie Murphy, Alison Paul, Kathy
Sostok, and Gennell Taylor

STAFF PRESENT: Director Maryann Farnham and Assistant Director Michelle Spangler

PUBLIC PRESENT: None

PUBLIC COMMENT
None

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

Review of the June 2026 Board Meeting Minutes.

A motion to accept the June Meeting Minutes was made by Murphy.
The motion was seconded by Taylor.

The motion passed unanimously.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Review of the financial statements, claims, and bank statements.
There is a $1,200 discrepancy due to the bank accidentally depositing money into our account that
was not our money. The bank rectified the situation. The director has documentation from the bank
to verify the circumstances.

A motion to accept the financial statements, claims, and bank statements was made by Bomhoff.

The motion was seconded by Brindle.

The motion passed unanimously.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
e A thank you note was shared from a patron who appreciated the Summer Reading Program.
e Pictures and an email was shared from a patron who was pleased with Story Time.
e Brindle provided links to materials on marketing and the social impact of libraries that she would like
board members to look through.



DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Lavengood Update: A possible settlement of $367,000 was reached in the case. Family members
can still object, so we still have an October court date as of right now.
Summer Reading Update: We had 675 patrons registered for the Summer Reading program. We
have 184 adults and 491 children participants (171 attend Peru Schools). As of this morning, 29% of
the participants have completed the program. Our Wednesdays at the Park activities have had some
issues this year with performers canceling, but overall have been well attended.
2027 Budget- Farnham has a meeting with the Department of Local Government Finance (DLGF) on
July 31. The maximum levy growth quotient for 2027 is 6%.
Genealogy Classes- Brindle will be leading genealogy classes for the public.
A committee was appointed to work on the library policy. The committee consists of Paul, Sostok,
and Brindle.
Board members received a link to a webinar and a handout regarding becoming a county wide library
system. This was informational so all board members know what the process consists of.
Reminder: The September board meeting was moved to September 17 at 6:30.
The updated bylaws were sent to the Indiana State Library.
Renovation

o The ADA compliant website is in progress.

o Shelving in the Children’s Room was installed but there was an issue with the tops and we are

awaiting the fix.

OLD BUSINESS

None

NEW BUSINESS
NICF came to the library for an update on the funds they provided for us. They were pleased with how
everything is going with this joint project.

There being no further business on the agenda, the meeting was adjourned by President Paul at 7:55

PM.

MINUTES PREPARED BY: Michelle Spangler, Assistant Director
MINUTES REVIEWED BY: Gennell Taylor, Secretary

SECRETARY APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
(Signature and Date)

Gennell Taylor - Peru Public Library Board of Trustees Secretary



